
Hope Spring Eternal  
Spring is finally here. It’s an exciting time. 
Hope springs eternal. This saying is from 
“An Essay on Man,” by Alexander Pope. 
It’s one of our favorites and quite fitting 
considering how incredibly challenging 
the past twelve months have been for 
everyone. Pope’s saying is so relevant to-
day, as people always hope for the best, 
even in the face of adversity. With camp 
only a few months away, we are closely 
monitoring all available information relat-
ed to COVID-19. Sleepaway camp is one 
of the best places for your child’s safety 
and their social and emotional well-
being. Camp Wekeela is in the business of 
taking care of your children in good times, 
and in challenging ones. Your kids need 
camp more than ever. You believe in us 
and we will rise to the challenge again. We 
feel very fortunate that we were able to 
make camp happen last summer. We were 
part of a handful of camps in Maine that 
worked together on a plan and guidelines. 
Our success was in large part because of 
multiple layers of mitigation, onsite rapid 
testing, and most important was the                        
collective efforts of campers, camp fami-
lies, and staff. Last summer over 87% of 
the summer camps did not open, yet we 
did so and gave campers much needed 
normalcy and operated safely. Since the 
conclusion of camp last year, we have 
written articles that were published in 
magazine and websites. We also held 
Zoom meetings for other camp                           
professionals, on how to successfully                 
operate during the COVID-19 pandemic.  
We will share pertinent updates if, and 

when, necessary. So much can (and will) 

change with the status of COVID-19 be-

tween now and the start of camp. As 

we do with any topic that pertains to 

the health and well-being of our We-

keela campers, we continue to read, re-

search, discuss with experts, consult 

with Wekeela parents in the medical 

world, and pay close attention to Maine 

CDC guidelines. Our 2021 COVID-19 

Response Plan will be available early 

May. We believe our camp has an out-

standing health center team, appropri-

ate policies and will have a COVID-19 

test machine in place again.                                                                    

Whether your children are aware of it at 

the time or not, they’ll quickly realize 

that camp is a beautiful place where 

they can truly be themselves. They'll 

meet people from all over the US that 

will teach them so much in such a short 

amount of time. They will meet kids 

who will make them laugh more then 

they ever thought possible. When it’s 

time to leave, it will probably be one of 

the hardest things to do; they’ll be 

leaving the people and the place that 

they’ve come to call home. So, as the 

calendar churns towards summertime 

and the start of camp, we are very busy 

planning for the upcoming summer. 

 The majority of our staff are returning 

and many of them are former Wekeela 

campers! The first day of camp is June 

24th. Until then, stay connected, safe 

and healthy. And thank you for 

choosing Wekeela! 
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 Camp                            
Wekeela                        

Alma Mater 
(To the tune of                      

“Love Me Tender”) 

Far from cities,        
rushing 
streams, 

Far from strife   
and care, 

Lies the haven       
of our dreams, 

Wekeela Camp           
so fair. 

Wekeela Camp, 

There she lies, 

Under skies so 
blue. 

We shall ever 
sing thy praise, 

To thee we’ll 
e’re be true. 

Please feel free to contact 

us at: 201.612.5125 or at: 

info@campwekeela with 

any camp questions. 

Welcome   
New                     

Campers! 

No Visitor's Day 2021 Our number one priority is to keep our camp community safe. That being said, we feel it’s best to err 

on the side of caution this summer and not have a Sibling Overnight or Visitor's Day. We hope to offer both events in summer 

2022.  We hope you understand and support our decision to cancel these events for 2021. Stay safe. Please wear a mask.  

https://www.campwekeela.com/forms/covid-19/
https://www.campwekeela.com/forms/covid-19/
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A 2018 article in the American Academy of Pediatrics called “The Power of Play” defines play as “an activity that is 

intrinsically motivated, entails active engagement, and results in joyful discovery.” Childhood play develops founda-

tional motor skills, leads to an active lifestyle and prevents obesity. Climbing rocks gives children a chance to build 

confidence that will serve them well later in life. Rough-and-tumble play teaches children verbal skills, as they have to 

negotiate when things threaten to get out of hand. Taking risks on the playground hones executive functioning skills such as concentrating, prob-

lem solving and regulating one’s emotions. Recess gives children of different backgrounds an opportunity to become friends.  

“Play is part of our evolutionary heritage and gives us opportunities to practice and hone the skills needed to live in a complex world.” And what 

happens when children do not have a chance to play? They don’t have a safe way to release toxic stress and may lash out with antisocial behavior. 

By focusing on academic achievement rather than play, young people often develop anxiety, depression and a lack of creativity. “Play may be an 

effective antidote to the changes in amygdala size, impulsivity, aggression, and uncontrolled emotion that result from significant childhood adversity 

and toxic stress,” the article argues. Even more than usual, it would seem, children in the pandemic era need a chance to play before they resume 

their formal education in the fall. In England, experts in childhood development have called for a “summer filled with play” to recover from the pan-

demic. According to Helen Dodd, a professor of child psychology at the Univ of Reading, “children need time to reconnect and play with their 

friends, they need to be reminded how good it feels to be outdoors after so long inside and they need to get physically active again.” 

One classic way to play in the summer is camp. In a good camp experience, children get to swim, climb trees, learn skills such as sailing and ar-

chery, play basketball, make friends, take a much needed break from screens, relax from the pressures of the school year and be present in the 

moment. Summer camp: For so many kids, it signifies carefree days of swimming, playing sports, singing songs, and reveling in freedom from the 

demands of the school year. Camp means no homework, no studying, and no teachers. But significant learning is still taking place at summer camp 

— even if the campers don’t necessarily realize it. Camps encapsulate the most amazing things about life; friendships, love, nature, freedom and 

tradition. Wekeela is rooted in the idea that as our society increases in speed and information availability, Wekeela will always be a place every kid 

can go to escape from everything.   

Children Need To Play this Summer ... 

Love is to the heart what the summer is to the farmer's year - it brings to harvest all the loveliest flowers of the soul.  

Childhood …                                                                                                                     
is divided into the school year and summer vacation. And 

while this particular school year may be disrupted or un-

certain, our hope and expectations are that summertime 

will still be magical. Summers are when real discovery hap-

pens. Children can run, swim, and climb all day outside un-

der a warm sun until late in the evening. It is a time to ex-

plore, create, and be free in a way that we chase forever af-

ter it ends. Thank you for choosing Camp Wekeela for 

your child’s summer camp experience, especially for entrusting this summer. It means the world to us that 

you trust us with your precious cargo!  

Camp Wekeela is thrilled to announce our annual  College Weekend teams for the                    

upcoming summer. The teams that you voted for are:  

● Cornell University   ● University of Oregon     ● University Virginia   ● Penn State 

College Weekend - Takes place during the first session. The camp is split into four 

schools or teams. Deans are chosen among first-year staff based on their leadership 

skills.  

College Weekend is a great Wekeela tradition. If you have a preference of which 

team for your child to be on please let us know before the 1st of July. You can purchase college weekend team color 

T-shirts at www.campwekeela.com/shop 

College Weekend (July 9-11) 2021! 

http://www.searchquotes.com/quotation/Love_is_to_the_heart_what_the_summer_is_to_the_farmer%27s_year_-_it_brings_to_harvest_all_the_lovelies/273633/
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This summer, millions of children will get their first taste of independence at a summer 

sleepaway camp. For many, it will also be their first experience with homesickness. But 

parents don't have to feel helpless when homesickness strikes. The prescription for camper                                                      

homesickness is a simple solution of preparation and patience. 

Phillips Exeter Academy psychologist Dr. Christopher Thurber studied homesickness in 329 boys between the ages of 8 

and 16 at sleepaway camp. According to his results, homesickness is the norm rather than the exception. A whopping 83 

percent of the campers studied reported homesickness on at least one day of camp. Thurber and the American Camp 

Association (ACA) suggest the following tips for parents to help their child deal with homesickness at camp: 

 Encourage your child’s independence throughout the year. Practiced separations, such as sleepovers at a friend's 

house, can simulate the camp environment.  

 Was your child involved in the process of choosing Wekeela? The more that the child owns the decision, the more 

comfortable the child will feel being at camp.  

 Discuss what camp will be like before your child leaves. Consider role-playing anticipated situations, such as using 

a flashlight after lights-out before bedtime for “flashlight time.”  

 Reach an agreement ahead of time on calling each other. Explain the Wekeela phone calls policy and honor it.  

 Don’t bribe. Linking a successful stay at camp to a material object sends the wrong                  

message. The reward should be your child's new-found confidence and independence.  

 Pack a personal item from home, such as a stuffed animal.  

 When a “rescue call” or Wekeela Notes message, postcard or letter comes from the child, 

offer calm reassurance and put the time frame into perspective. Avoid the temptation to take 

the child home early.  

 Talk candidly with Lori or Ephram to obtain their perspective on your child’s                                      

adjustment.  

 Don’t feel guilty about encouraging your child to stay at camp. For many children, camp is a 

first step toward independence and plays an important role in their growth and                   development.  

For more visit: http://www.summercamphandbook.com/84-preventing-homesickness-pt-1.html  Wekeela recommends 

the following books: “Homesick and Happy, by Michael Thompson, Ph D;, “Bug Bites and Campfires, A story about 

Homesickness”, by Frank Sileo, PhD; and “P.S. I Hate It Here!” by Diana Falanga. Each book is fantastic! These books 

offer proactive tools for children, parents, and camp staff working with children around the issue of homesickness.  

Discuss what camp 

will be like before 

your child leaves.  
Homesickness Prevention 

Camp Doctor and Parent Liaisons 2021! 

Dr. Matt Weiss, was our on-site camp doctor last summer. Dr. Weiss will be joining our fantastic health center team again 

and do virtual telehealth visits. Matt will be available to Health Center staff to help keep the Wekeela community healthy 

and safe. Matt received his undergraduate degree from Dartmouth, his M.D. from the University of Illinois College of Medi-

cine, and is board-certified in internal medicine, pulmonary, critical care, and sleep medicine. Dr. Weiss completed his residency and fel-

lowship training at Massachusetts General Hospital and Harvard Medical School. Dr. Weiss has 20 years of clinical experience and is ex-

cited to be rejoining the team! Matt's wife, Meredith, will be our second session Parent Liaison. More on Meredith below. This summer 

we have two amazing Parent Liaisons, both former teachers!! Debbie Gertler has worked at Wekeela for over five years. Debbie went to 

camp in her youth and worked at sleepaway camp while in college. Debbie loves camp! Fun fact: Debbie grew up in New City, NY with 

her older sister, Lori Caflun. Debbie has a BS in Education from Brandeis University and a Masters from Montclair State University. Deb-

bie, her husband Carey met at sleepaway camp! They and their children live in Livingston, NJ. Debbie’s son was a Wekeela camper and 

counselor. Her twin daughters, (ages 17) are returning as Junior Counselors, for their 9th summer. Also returning to Wekeela this summer 

is the aforementioned Meredith Weiss! Meredith grew up in Newton, MA. She is married to the previously mentioned Dr. Matt Weiss. 

Their two daughters, (ages 12 and 14), will be joining us this again summer as well. Meredith has a BS and Masters in Education from 

Univ. of Vermont. Meredith and Matt attended camp throughout their childhood. They love camp! The Weiss’ call Needham, MA home. 

We’re proud to have these two great families at Camp Wekeela again this summer.  



7. Get Outside 
Your Comfort 
Zone 
Whatever it is that seems different, 
terrifying, or impossible is achievable 
at camp. A leap is a leap, no matter 
how small - and for some, even 
spending a lot of time at an activity 
they are not familiar with is a big one. 
At first it may seem scary; but what 
we hope our campers will remember 
is the adrenaline-filled delight that 
results from facing their fears. Many 
campers learned to swim at camp and 
later became a member of our staff as 
a lifeguard.                                                      
8. Not all learning happens in a                         
classroom                                                                  
Campers discover that school does 
not have a monopoly on learning. 
Campers develop new skills, learn 
about their own passions and inter-
ests, and are exposed to ideas and 
experiences that don’t normally sneak 
into a formal classroom. Without 
knowing it, campers are learning                 
every day by simply getting out and 
going to camp.                                                                 
9. Character Growth                                      
Camp is a place of love, learning, 
growth, and magic. Many children 
surprise even themselves by doing         
independent and positive things at 
camp that they would never do                      
during the school year. Camp is 
one of the most wonderful gifts 
that a child receives. It gives them 
the opportunity for character growth, 
fun childhood memories, and life-
long friendships.  

Summer camps encapsulate the most 
amazing things about life; friendships, 
love, nature, freedom and tradition. 
Wekeela will always be a place kids 
can go to escape from                                       
everything. Thank you very much for 
choosing our summer camp program. 

Life lessons. These are moments 
where the lightbulb goes off over 
child’s head. They understand the 
concept of two plus two. They see 
something they can’t un-see or learn 
something they’ll never forget. Over 
the last 150 plus years, camp has 
provided opportunities for children 
and adults to discover or further 
develop many life lessons. Life 
doesn’t exist in a vacuum and no 
one can do this alone. Just like a 
classroom, children have opportuni-
ties at camp to share experiences 
with peers, develop friendships, and 
learn the ups and downs of getting 
along with others. By the nature of 
co-existing in the same space and 
enjoying similar experiences, camp 
encourages children to develop and 
maintain skills necessary to                   
relationship building. Here are a few 
life lessons:  
1. Confidence!  
I can do that. Camp thrives on                          
self-efficacy in young people. En-
joying success in a healthy manner 
and learning to overcome obstacles 
or even failure are hallmarks of a 
camp experience. For both campers 
and staff, camp allows young people 
to feel proud when things go well 
and encourages resilience when they 
don’t.  
2. Take a risk  
One way to build confidence is to 
try something new. Camp is rife 
with safe, healthy opportunities for 
children to take a chance. This 
could mean climbing a 30-foot wall, 
auditioning for the camp produc-
tions, riding a horse, or trying broc-
coli for the first time. At camp, 
young people learn how to take 
risks and learn from their                      
outcomes. It’s a great big world out 
there. When a child goes to camp, 
they interact with peers and adults 

from places they might have never 
seen or even heard of. Campers 
might hear a new song or accent. 
They may meet someone from an-
other state or country, and some-
times they run into people from 
home who become lifelong friends 
at camp. Camp is an opportunity to 
both try new things and meet new 
people.  
3. Build Relationships 
Friendships forged at sleep-away 
camp are some of the best we 
know. Camp teaches you to meet 
people and get to know one                              
another. Camp friends are the                  
people you can count on.                                             
4. Believe in Yourself 
Camp provides an opportunity to 
try new things (like riding a horse) 
or things not available in a child’s                       
everyday circumstances (like stain-
glass making). There’s something 
special about camp friends and 
counselors who are with you every 
waking minute of the day.                                                                           
5. Empathize 
At camp, children meet people who 
are different from them. It’s one of 
the first times a child realizes that                            
everyone’s story is his or her own.                       
Perspective takes shape. Camp al-
lows relationships to flourish and 
stories to be shared. The stories will 
vary, and best of all campers learn 
they all deserve respect, kindness, 
and sensitivity.                                                              
6. Embrace Diversity 
Wekeela campers and staff come 
from 27 states and 20 countries! At 
camp, our campers will meet and 
live with campers and counselors 
from across the world. Accents and 
histories different from their own. 
Ideas will be shared, new foods will 
be introduced, and friendships will 
grow.                                                           

Nine Life Lessons Learned At Camp  
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Get Ready For Summer 2021 …  

All important information and forms are now available to download at our web-

site. LIT campers must submit separate forms. Please make reading the 

Parent/Camper handbook a priority.  

 Waldo: We’re excited to let you know about an optional paid service where 

you can get photos of your camper delivered straight to your phone! No more 

hunting and pecking through hundreds of photos every night! This technology, 

offered by Waldo Photos, utilizes facial recognition to match your child’s face 

to photos in our album, and then sends them via text message. More infor-

mation can be found on or at www.campwekeela.com    

 Wekeela Notes: We provide our own Email service to keep parents                     

connected. It’s called WekeelaNotes! WekeelaNotes allow parents to send emails 

to their children and receive scanned letters from the campers returned on a timely basis. WekeelaNotes 

are much quicker than sending your children letters via snail mail. We offer WekeelaNotes at a special flat 

rate per family (instead of per camper). You can register for WekeelaNotes on our Forms and Waivers 

page.   

 Pack My Rx: For campers taking medicine, we use Pack My Rx to service all individual medication needs. 

We also provided this information in our Parent/Camper handbook and it’s also on our website.  

Camp Trucking                                                                                                           
Please utilize Camp Trucking. Registration deadline is May 14th! They provide 

duffel delivery service from your door in the USA (except Alaska and Hawaii) 

to your child’s bunk and from his / her bunk, back to your door. Camp Truck-

ing can be reached at: 970-949-0690 or www.camptrucking.com. This service 

adds convenience as well as saves you time and money. Did you know … your 

child’s counselors unpack their campers before they arrive at camp? Please DO 

NOT SEND HARD TRUNKS, as we have no place to store them. When you 

pack please choose a soft duffel bag or other collapsible luggage. If you plan to 

lock your child’s duffel with a combination or key lock, please send the combi-

nation or a spare set of keys (labeled with your child’s name) to the camp office 

- just in case. All luggage will be sent home via Camp Trucking. Please note, we 

do not have a shipping center on campus and cannot arrange for shipping of 

luggage outside of Camp Trucking. 

Full Session:                                    

June 24 - August 10                      

1st Session:                                

June 24 - July 17                            

Rookie Session:                           

July 18 - July 31                      

2nd Session:                                      

July 18 - August 10 

No Visitor’s Day  

 

As we continue to combat 

COVID-19 and as more places 

open up; please remember 

the local rules and regulations 

of your community. Also ...                                                 

* Keep a distance of at least 

6ft from others.                                             

* Wash your hands.                                         

* Refrain from touching your 

face                                                                   

* Wear a mask/face covering. 

And please read our                    

COVID-19 RESPONSE Plan.  

Travel Information                                                                                                

Please review the 2021 transportation information available on our website. It contains suggested U.S. and                

International flights, as well as chartered coach information from White Plains, NY (new location) and a travel 

request form. Please remember that airlines change their schedules frequently. We will update these schedules 

throughout the spring.                                                                                                                                                                       

All campers flying from our chaperoned flight (Ft. Lauderdale, June 24th) must book their airfare directly through the Atlas               

travel agency. Please contact Dianne Doucette at: 508.488.1193 or Dianne.Doucette@atlastravel.com  

Campers flying from other destinations may make their own arrangements or use any other agent. We will require a copy of all 

transportation forms by May 1st. We meet all campers arriving by air and accompany them to camp with our special charted 

coach bus service. Also note that more airlines are requiring children to travel as unaccompanied minors. Check with your                     

airline for details. Please feel free to call us at 201.612.5125 with any related travel questions. 

tel:970-949-0690%20ext.%20115
http://www.camptrucking.com/
tel:%28508%29488-1184
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5 Tips for Surviving Your Child’s First Overnight Camp Experience 

Your child is going to summer camp? That’s so exciting! For some of you, this whole experience of your child not being home 

may be really hard and cause some emotional distress. 

In conversations with parents over our many years as camp directors, we’ve discovered that camp experiences - especially first 

ones - are much harder on parents than they are on campers. While the camper is engaged in fun, new activities and busy making 

friends, the parent is home feeling empty because their child is not with them. 

We’re hopeful that giving you a few insights and ideas we’ve learned from both sides of the experience – as camp directors                  

working with children, and as parents who have sent our own kids away to college, and other far-away adventures – will help your 

summer as a camp parent be a more positive one. 

We’ve started using the term “kid-sick” to describe what some parents feel while their kids are at camp. Acknowledging your                

feelings about your son or daughter being away can be important. We’ve heard from parents who have emotional and physical 

pain when their child is away. I vividly remember a call from a mom who “just had a bad feeling” about what her child was going 

through at camp. Turns out, after checking on her child, he was doing just fine. She was suffering, though. 

When your child is away, the normal routines of your day are thrown off, because the person you’re used to caring for and                     

focusing on is not there. The quiet in the house and the daily tasks that no longer need to be done can create a strange void. Here 

is our advice to you: Step confidently into that void, find other areas of focus, and get over your kid-sickness! It’s easier than you 

think. 

☺ View the photos, but not too much                                                                                                                                                      

First, if you are making a full time hobby out of viewing and refreshing the photos from camp and are trying to follow your        

child’s every move from afar, stop. Your kid-sickness will not go away as quickly unless you find another way to occupy your time. 

The photos can provide reassurance when you see your camper’s smiling face. But when viewed in excess, we think the photos 

make parents even more kid-sick.  

☺  Write your camper a letter or Wekeela Notes                                                                                                                                              

For most families, summer camp is the one (and only) place where parents and kids are not in constant communication with one 

another via phone or text. This can be a challenging transition. When you write a letter or bunk note, please don’t stress about the 

turn around time. 

☺ Do something fun                                                                                                                                   

Is there something you’ve been wanting to do but haven’t had time?                                                                                     

A hobby you’ve missed doing or always wanted to try?                                                                                        

A book you’ve been wanting to read?                                                                                                                 

A movie you’ve been wanting to see?                                                                                                                 

A museum you’ve wanted to visit?                                                                                                                           

A trip you’ve been wanting to take?                                                                                                                               

Think of your child’s time at camp as your chance to create your own “camp” experience. Pursue something fun or new you’ve 

been wanting to try but haven’t had time for in recent years. I’ve heard from parents who do a variety of different things while 

their kids are at camp – home improvement projects, trips that kids wouldn’t enjoy, and date nights are just a few of many ideas to 

fill your time and make it more enjoyable. 

☺ Deepen friendships                                                                                                                                                                             

While your child is at camp making new friends, why not spend some time connecting with your own? You’ve got more time for 

adult social events with your camper away, so use it to connect with friends you haven’t seen in a while or someone you’ve been 

wanting to get to know better. 

☺ Get outside                                                                                                                                                                                            

While your camper is outside enjoying fun recreational activities, why not try some of your own outdoor activities? Meet a friend 

for a hike, rent a kayak or paddle board at a lake or beach, or take an outdoor rock climbing class. Summer is such a beautiful time 

to spend time outdoors.  

Camp experiences can be amazing times full of fun and growth for your child. The opportunity to attend camp is a gift. Try not to 
worry while they’re at camp. Soon, your camper will return home, proudly sharing stories of their friendships and adventures. 
Maybe you’ll have a few of your own to share, too! 

In a world where you can be anything, be kind.   

Please follow us on Facebook!  
Follow us @Camp_Wekeela on 

Twitter and Instagram!   

http://sunshine-parenting.com/2016/07/22/dear-parent-hitting-the-refresh-button-again-to-view-camp-photos/
http://sunshine-parenting.com/2016/06/10/7-reasons-to-get-outside/
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The idea of packing for camp can be just as daunting or overwhelming. What to bring? How many shirts? Does my child need 

their nice sneakers for camp? The number of questions that can jump into your head, whether you are a first time camp family or a 

veteran, should not overwhelm you or your child. So the question we are asking is, how can we make packing for camp not only less 

stressful/overwhelming, but somehow fun?  

Tips for Packing for camp:  
Make it a team effort – empower your child to make the choices! 
Not only to save time, but packing for camp as a group can actually be fun! For younger campers, give your child a chance to pick 
out 3-5 special items they want at camp – this can be a favorite shirt, a stuffed animal, or something else. This sense of empowerment 
will get your child more excited for the summer! If you are trusting your camper to pack everything alone, they will likely miss 
something or underpack. Give them the same sense of empowerment to take control of the packing situation – let them be the cap-
tain and the parents be the team players.  
Keep it organized  
Make sure your child knows what is being packed and where it goes. Every summer there is a bag with a 
secret compartment containing all the campers’ socks and the staff doesn’t see it. Consider providing a list 
in the bag (for really organized parents) so that the staff can find all belongings and that your child doesn’t 
forget about anything. Please refrain from throwing all clothing in unfolded, this will make it much harder 
for our staff to unpack.  
Don’t overpack 
Some of you will look at your closet and say “Let’s just send it all!” We strongly discourage you from overpacking, as every camper 

gets a limited amount of space for their belongings (3 drawers and 1 cubby). Your child does not need 10 pairs of shoes and 8 pairs 

of jeans. Sending a few extra items is ok, but utilizing the packing list is important to ensure your child has what they need and not 

more.  

So how can we make packing for camp fun?  
How can you make the stressful elements of packing fun? Make it into a big scavenger hunt style game! Get creative and divide the 
packing list into a fun game with the ultimate outcome of gathering all your important belongings for the duffle bag. Packing for 
camp does not need to be stressful or overwhelming. If you tackle packing in a methodical and organized approach as a team, pack-
ing is relatively quick and easy. Remember, packing for camp is the first tangible thing your child will do before getting to camp… 
so packing should be met with excitement! 

Packing for Summer Camp 2021! Pro Tips and Helpful Hints 

Welcome to our very own Wekeela Wear store! We carry top of the line, unique 
Wekeela clothing designs, bedding and bath essentials, accessories, and so much 
more! Campers, their families, and staff can order directly from our store. We will 
be offering the full camp experience for everyone’s convenience and to help cut 
down on the stress of packing for camp. Labels can be ordered through Label Dad-
dy. We can  deliver your order to your home (US addresses only) or we can pack 
your orders and deliver them directly to your child's bunk. The store will be fully 
operational during the camp season which provides an opportunity to order what 
they would like while at camp. If your child needs to swap a size while at camp, we 
will take care of it right away as we carry stock in our store.  

Please note that we are the only approved and authorized manufacturer of Camp Wekeela merchandise. We have created 
a new packing list for 2021 and it can be found on the store website. You will notice a suggested list for 7 weeks. Please 
use that as a guide and adjust accordingly for your child’s stay. There is also a clear list of required items for each camper 
to have for their stay at Wekeela. People have asked if we are a uniform camp; we are not strictly uniform but we do re-
quire Wekeela clothing a few days a week and on any outings we take off camp. The idea of uniforms nourishes a sense 
of equality, community, pride, and let's face it, it is easier and more reasonable that having 
to buy a new wardrobe for the summer.  

Please pack your children in soft duffels - do not send trunks or luggage as we have limited 
storage. We have large, personalized duffels available for your convenience at the store.   

We send your child's laundry to be laundered once per week and they are brought back to 
your children clean and folded.  
To shop at the store visit our website: www.campwekeela.com/shop Our customer service representatives are standing 
by so that they can help you with ordering, sizing and packing. Contact us at: phone: 201.612.5125 
or  email: wekeelastore@campwekeela.com   If you have any ideas for merchandise you would like to see us carry in our 
store, please feel free to make suggestions. This store will be your one stop shop for everything Camp Wekeela!  

For More Please Refer 
To Our April Blog: 

“Packing for Summer 
Camp 2021! Pro Tips 
and Helpful Hints” 

http://www.campwekeela.com/shop
mailto:wekeelawearstore@campwekeel.com
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Performing Arts Department 2021!  

Laura Murray, a professional actor and singer from Scotland joins the 

Wekeela family as our Performing Arts Dept. Head. Laura is excited to 

build upon a strong performing arts department and provide an excellent 

theatrical experience for the Wekeela campers. 

This summer’s play will be Camp Rock: The Musical!! Camp Rock is a 

film about a rock camp featuring the Jonas Brothers and Demi Lovato 

that also has a musical adaptation. The second part of this summer the 

PA dept will put on a “Broadway Revue!” It’ll feature some of your 

favorite numbers past and present every two weeks. This will give 

campers great roles, singing, dancing, and speaking parts galore. We are 

looking forward to several outstanding productions.  

What Else To Bring?                                                                 
Okay, so you’ve got your camp packing list, 
you have your Wekeela wear. You bought all 
the stuff you think you need for Wekeela 
2021, but wait! Here is the Camp Wekeela 
Special Events Packing List so you will be 
equipped for our 2021 summer.  

* A costume-Halloween night                                                   
* Cool Party Clothes                                                             
* College Weekend T’s                                                             
* Theme nights like Neon Dance                                      
* Wekeela Wear                                                                                                
* Books for summer reading                                               
* iPod Nanos for tunes that you can lip synch 
to. No WiFi devices allowed                                            
* Lot’s of fun new evening activities in ‘21!!                                 

Clothes that you won’t mind getting messy. 
Be creative when packing. Use your 
imagination. Please refer to the 
Parent/Camper Handbook for more details. 

Parents Checklist: 

__ Transportation forms                                                                                

__ Camper Health forms                                                          

__ Credit Card form                                                                                                         

__ Getting to Know You questionnaire                                             

__ Wekeela Notes form                                                                                                        

__ Parent and Child Code of Conduct Contract                                           

__ Social Network Policy             __ Waldo                                                                           

__ Pack My Rx: (if applicable)      __ Camp Trucking                                               

__ Telephone Request from (available in late-June) 

Other things to do:                                                                                          

☺ Order Wekeela Wear:                                      

campwekeela.com/shop/  

☺ Call Camp Trucking - to arrange for                

baggage. The Registration deadline is 

May 14th.                                                                          

☺ Final payment is due May 1st. 

All forms are available at campwekeela.com.                              

Please contact us for your password.  

Campers MUST 

wear their                      

Wekeela T-shirt 

on the first day 

of camp. 

#WekeelaWorldwide   …   Did you know, Wekeela has campers from 27 different US states and 20 different countries! 

If you have a photo of yourself in Wekeela gear outside the U.S., please post it with #wekeelaworldwide and tag us!  

Thank you for sending your 
child to Camp Wekeela!!  

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/wekeelaworldwide?source=feed_text&story_id=846113285494487

